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Logan’s campaign to end homelessness
Community organisations, services and government in Logan are working together on the Logan Zero campaign to end
homelessness and rough sleeping in the region.
In line with the theme for this year’s Homelessness Week - To end homelessness we need a plan - Logan Zero’s plan is to
ensure that everyone has access to safe and supportive housing through a coordinated, collaborative and person-centred
approach.
“By working together across the community to know exactly who is homeless and what their needs are, we can advocate
for system improvements to end homelessness in Logan,” says Cath Bartolo, CEO of YFS, host organisation of Logan Zero.
“Logan Zero members are collating a ‘By Name’ list of everyone who is sleeping rough in Logan. This accurate, quality data
will help us identify bottlenecks and gaps in the system and understand what support is required.”
The initial data collected from the first 50 homeless households has already revealed the complexity of the issue, with
most households needing a high level of support to sustain housing. The people surveyed were aged between 16 and 63
and represented 127 homeless people including 65 children.
•
•
•
•
•

67% were female
78% had at least one chronic health condition
84% had experienced trauma
65% experienced violence
53% first experienced homelessness as a child.

Jane’s experience of long-term homelessness illustrates the complex needs of many people sleeping rough. Jane* is in her
late 50s and has been homeless for five years since her relationship broke down. She has been living in a van on the
streets with her dog for more than two years. Jane has a disability and significant health issues and has been to Accident
and Emergency three times in the last seven months. She has been a victim of crime and has experienced physical and
verbal abuse.
Jane says, “It’s hard if you don’t fit inside a square. We’re all different and have different needs. Organisations need to be
more flexible and listen to the person at the end.”
“Homelessness in Logan is not inevitable,” says Ms Bartolo. “We need to work together as a community to match people
to the housing and support services that they need.”
ENDS
* Not her real name

About Logan Zero
The Logan Zero campaign is an initiative to end homelessness and rough sleeping in the Logan region through a
coordinated, collaborative, and person-centred approach. For more information about Logan Zero visit
https://loganzero.org.au/

